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Paul R. Ryan was born in Elgin, IL but moved to
Minnesotaasaninfant. Overtheyearshehasresided
in Redwood Falls, Spicer, and New London, his
currenthome. Paul graduated from New London-
Spicer High School and attended Southwest
Minnesota State University, earning a Bachelor
of Science degree with a business management
emphasis.

Paul has been a dedicated Member of our
Fraternal Order since 2004, when he joined
Willmar, MN Lodge No. 952. He served on the
Board of Directors for 11 years and was chairman
from 2009 to 2018. He served as Esteemed Leading
Knight on three different occasions in 2010, 2017,
and 2018, and served as Exalted Ruler in 2011. He
received the Dedicated Service Award in 2009
and was named Officer of the Year in 2010. He
received the Exalted Ruler Appreciation Award
for Outstanding Service and Dedication in 2017
and 2018. He earned All State American Ritual
honors for Leading Knight, helping his Lodge win
the Minnesota State Ritual contest. He participated
in the National Ritual contest at the Grand Lodge
Convention in 2011.

Paul has also been on his Lodge’s Penny-A-Day
program committee and was chairman from 2017
to 2019. Until being installed as GER, Paul served
as his Lodge’s chairman of the PER committee
and served the Minnesota Elks State Association
on the Laws and Resolutions committee. He has
served on his Lodge’s Hoop Shoot committee, and
for the last few years was its chairman.

Paul has been distinguished by his Lodge as an
“Honorary Lifetime Member.” He was installed
by his State Sponsor Dwayne E. Rumney for his
first term as District Deputy in 2012 when the
current District Deputy could not fulfill the term.
He finished that year under Grand Exalted Ruler
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Thomas Brazier and was installed into a second
term by GER Millard Pickering. In 2015, Paul’s
sponsor approached him about being nominated
to the Board of Grand Trustees. It was an honor
that brought him to his current position.

Paul has taken a vested interest in many aspects
of the organization. He participated on a national
ritual team and in the national ritual contest.
He also won the state contest (before it became
a national contest) with his rendition of the 11
O’Clock Toast. He has taken part in many Disabled
American Veterans deer and turkey hunts.

Paul has been a Realtor for 25 years. He
assisted with running his father's company until
recently, when he purchased it from his father.
He participated as a member of his community’s
version of a chamber of commerce, where he was
in charge of the city’s community celebration.
For many years he also served as the group's
treasurer and president.

Paul has sat on many committees for the local
Realtor Association and was a chair of one of those
committees. Hejoined thelocal board of directors,
serving intermittently over 17 years, and was the
president of the local Association of Realtors for
a year. After his stint as president he served on
his state’s Realtor Association for two terms, but
then decided to focus his efforts on the Elks.

Paul and his wife Stacey have been friends since
1987. Paul, Stacey, and her son Jordan became
a family in 2003. They have since been blessed
with two more children, Cassaundra (16) and
Jackson (13).

Paul enjoys many pastimes, including golf,
ice fishing, and boating. He loves nearly all film
genres. Stacey and Paul share a passion of football
and they support the Minnesota Vikings.




